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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1626 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, MILL LE, IS, SY 

SUBJECT: CEASE-FIRE IN SOUTH APPEARS IMMINENT 

REF: BEIRUT 1605 (DTG 110958Z APR 77) (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: ARTILLERY FIRE BUT LITTLE GROUND MOVEMENT AT 
MARJAYUN, WHICH CHRISTIANS STILL CONTRL. CEASE-FIRE WIDELY 
EXPECTED MOMENTARILY. GENERAL KHOURY HOPES TO FIELD A 
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NEUTRAL FORCE IN THE SOUTH WITHIN TWO WEEKS. END SUMMARY. 

2. GROUND SITUATION. AS OF EARLY APR 12 WE UNDERSTAND FROM 
LEBANESE ARMY SOURCES THAT CHRISTIAN LEBANESE FORCES STILL 
CONTROL THE HEART OF THE MARJAYUN AREA. THERE ARE 
INDICATIONS OF SOME GROUND FIGHTING APR 11. MUTUAL 
ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENTS CONTINUE. 
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3. CEASE-FIRE TALK. ACCORDING TO THE IRAQI NEWS 
AGENCY, THE PLO HAS ANNOUNCED A CEASE-FIRE. 

ACCORDING TO THE ACTING GOVERNOR OF SOUTH LEBANON, 

HALIM FAYYAD, IT IS WIDELY EXPECTED AMONG VARIOUS 
ELEMENTS IN THE SOUTH THAT A CEASE-FIRE WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED SOON. ACCORDING TO LEBANESE ARMY SOURCES, 
HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN LEBANESE 
ARMY REPRESENTATIVES AND THE PLO TO ARRANGE A CEASE- 
FIRE. THE LEB ARMY SOURCES UNDERSTAND THAT FATAH WILL 
NOT REPEAT NOT TRY TO TAKE MARJAYUN. 

4. LEBANESE ARMY TO THE SOUTH? NEW LEBANESE ARMY 
COMMANDER VICTOR KHOURY TOLD DATT APR 1 1 THAT HE HOPES 
TO BE ABLE TO FIELD A FORCE IN THE SOUTH TO OVERSEE 

A CEASE-FIRE WITHIN TWO WEEKS, RELYING HEAVILY ON 
THE MIXED CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM "VANGUARDS." HE SAID 
HOWEVER THAT THERE MUST FIRST BE A CEASE-FIRE AGREED 
TO AND EFFECTED BY THE TWO COMBATANT SIDES. 

5. CHRISTIAN LEADERS ACCEPTING DEFEAT. AL BAYRAQ 

APR 12 REPORTS THAT BECHIR GEMAYEL WILL ACCOMPANY HIS 
FATHER PIERRE TO DAMASCUS APR 14. (COMMENT: UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE VISIT COULD ONLY BE FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PATCHING UP BADLY STRAINED SYRIAN-KFUR 
FRONT RELATIONS.) TANZIM LEADER GEORGE AD WAN TOLD 
EMBOFF APR 1 1 THAT CAMILLE CHAMOUN SAID APRIL 9 THAT 
THE CHRISTIAN STRATEGY IN THE SOUTH HAD FAILED BECAUSE THE 
ISRAELIS HAD NOT LIVED UP TO THEIR PROMISE TO SUPPORT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BEIRUT 01626 121036Z 

THE CHRISTIANS FULLY. 

PARKER 
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